Characterization of immunotherapeutic agents: the example of imuthiol.
Immunotherapeutic (IMT) agents are intended to restore or reequilibrate a faltering immune system. These aims will be attained provided the agent fulfills minimum requirements: in vivo defined activities; lack of suppressive, sensitizing, or autoimmunity-inducing influence; no immunotoxicity and carcinogenicity. Known chemical structure, analytical procedure, toxicology and pharmacology are also prerequisites. A follow-up pattern of sequential and progressively more demanding assays through which IMT agents could be screened for therapeutic potential is suggested. The example of Imuthiol, tested accordingly, demonstrates the usefulness of the proposed procedure.